[Persistence of the circadian rhythm of dehydroepiandrosterone in the brain, but not in the plasma, of castrated and adrenalectomized rats].
In adrenalectomized and orchidectomized rats, the removal of the steroidogenic endocrine glands is associated with a near-disappearance of corticosterone (B) from plasma and brain; circadian variations of B and of plasma dehydroepiandrosterone (D), characteristic of the intact rat, are no more detected. By contrast, analyses of brain D measurements by the cosinor method demonstrate a persisting circadian rhythm of large amplitude.